Birmingham Jails 1,000 More Negroes 
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Negro participants in protest marches being taken aboard school bus that was pressed into service yesterday in Bir¬ 
mingham during mass arrests. Authorities of the Alabama city said 40 per cent of those seized were juveniles. 

Waves of Chanting 
Students Seized 
Talks Bog Down 


By CLAUDE SITTON 

Special to The New York Times 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., May 6 
—About 1,000 Negroes were ar¬ 
rested today as wave after 
wave of marchers chanted chal¬ 
lenges to segregation. 

The arrest total, an estimate 
from the police, was the highest 
for a single day in the five- 
week racial crisis in this South¬ 
ern steel center. The authorities 
said about 40 per cent of those 
arrested were juveniles. 

Approximately 100 policemen 
and .firemen held a sullen crowd 
of more than 2.000 Negroe.s in 
check at the 16th Street Bap¬ 
tist Church, departure point for 
the marchers. They were as¬ 
sisted by ministers who 
emerged from the church to 
plead against violence. 

6 Subdue Negro Woman 

A Negro woman who resisted 
a policeman's attempt to force 
her off a sidewalk was wres¬ 
tled to the pavement by five 
patrolmen, one of whom pinned 
her down with a knee in her 
neck. A Negro man ripped a 
policeman’s shirt and sought to 
wrest his revolver from him. 
Both Negroes were subdued and 
carried to jail in patrol wagons. 

Policemen drove motorcycle.s 
down sidewalks in the vicinity 
of the church and the Kelly 
Ingram Park to clear away by¬ 
standers. Although firemen 
stood by at pumper trucks with 
high-pressure nozzles and hoses 
at the ready, the order to use 
them never camt. 

Dick Gregory, 35-year-old 
Chicago comediati, led the first 
group of 19 marchers from the 
church. They were quickly ar¬ 
rested. Tile last wave followed 
Barbara Demin'g, a white wo¬ 
man, out of the church an hour 
and ten minutes later. Miss 
Deming, who identified herself 
as a writer for The Nation 
magazine, also was arrested. 

Estimates from the police and 
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Birmingham Jails 1,000 More Negroes Protesting Segregation 
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Marshall and King Confer— 
White Leaders Refuse 
Integratioh Demands 

jContinued From Page 1, Col. 4 

%. _ _ _ 

Negro leaders indicated that 200 
to 225 of the prisoners had been 
'arrested in the downtown area 
while picketing outside depart¬ 
ment, drug and variety stores. 

Many of both groups carried 
toothbrushes in their pockets in 
anticipation of their arrest. 

The Negroes plan further 
mass demonstrations tomorrow, 
according to one of their lead¬ 
ers. 

Meanwhile, negotiations to re¬ 
solve the controversy reached a 
stalemate. “In fact, tliey never 
really got started,” a Negro 
leader asserted. 

Burke Marshall, chief of the 
Justice Department’s civil rights 
division, continued his efforts, 
under orders from Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy, to 
persuade white and Negro lead¬ 
ers to reach agreement. 

Mr. Marshall conferred for 
two and a half hours this morn¬ 
ing at a private home with the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Duther King 
Jr,, of Atlanta, president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. Their talk was 
largely fruitless, according to a 
source close to the integration 
leader. 

This source said the city’s 
official, business, and civic lead¬ 
ership had refused to meet any 
of the Negroes’ dcsegi'egation 
demands at the present time. 
This view was confirmed by 
whites in high positions. 

There were at least two meet¬ 
ings yesterday between Negro 
leaders and an unofficial com¬ 
mittee of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce headed by Sidney Smyer, 
a leading Birmingham real es¬ 
tate dealer, and others. 

There were further meetings 
tonight among leaders of the 
Negro and white communities. 
Reports were that additional 
concessions had been offered if 
Dr. King and the local leaders 
would call a halt to the present 
demonstrations until after the 
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Woman is subdued by Birmingham policemen. She was accused of having 
refused to move on and of having tried to push policemen at scene. 


Policeman directs youngsters to a van waiting to 
Home or 4-H Club where demonstrating juveniles 
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take them to Boys 
are being detained. 


school buses,' “you-all send them 
on over there. I got plenty of 
room in the jail.” 

Mr. Connor,. In shirtsleeve.? 
with a straw hat cocked over 
one eye, watched the eager 
young marchers, some of whom 
ran to the waiting patrol 
wagons, 

“Boy, if that’s religion, I 
don’t want any,” he said. 

“Freedom! Freedom! Free¬ 
dom!” chanted the Negro girls 
and boys as the school buses 


group was picked up by the po¬ 
lice while kneeling on the side¬ 
walk a block away. 

Meanwhile, ministers were 
standing on the church steps 
waving other prospective dem¬ 
onstrators into the church. 
There, Dr. King stressed and 
restressed the need for a non¬ 
violent approach with the ad¬ 
monition, “The world is watch¬ 
ing you.” 

As one group stepped off the 
curb and started across Si.xth 


new city administration was by the commissioner on 

confirmed in office to jail. 

conmmea m . you’d ask half of them Avenue, two patrolmen stepped 

‘Too Little, Too Late’ what freedom means, they out with their nightsticks and 
Negro sources indicated that couldn't tell you,” asserted Mr. gently cut off a little boy bring- 

the compromise on desegrega- Connor. ing up the rear who appeared to 

tion that had been offered was The day was hot and muggy be less than 5 years old. 

“too little and too late.” Negroes began to gather on chanting their freedom songs, 

In Atlanta yesterday Dr. King the sidewalks along 16th Street the Negroes marched gaily to- 
expressed hope that there would find Sixth Avenue across from ward the waiting police as older 
be some action on the part of Kelly Ingram Park. Some spec- Negroes watching from the 
the Birmingham “white power tators took up positions in the porches along the line of march 
structure.” He made the state- windows of the Jockey Boy res-'applauded or sang softly a verse 

ment before he received a report taurant or the steps of the^f^om "We Shall Overcome”: 

on negotiations here. Dr. King chu^rch. , J “Black and white together .• 

returned to Birmingham on an The mass rally already had “We shall overcome some 
early plane this morning. yellow brick day." 

It was not known whether Mr. ™urch. Shortly after two o’clock, a 

.Marshall was sitting in on the The police made ^heir first sailing from among 

meetings of the two sides. He attempt to clear the stieets Negro bystander.? and 

has been in touch with several .side\vaiKs in t e smashed on the pavement near 

leaders of both the Negro and <3hurch shortly after 1^30, 

the white commiinitv and he ^hen bi ought up tCi ^ j minister 

nipf for two hom-c; 'ast nio-ht pumpers whose crews: ^J-muies jdLei a mini.siei 

met 101 two hnspej and stood wait- the church and 

with the Rev. A. D. King, a 

vounger brother of Dr. King, toi’o^^^rs. 

A. D. Kins is minister of a ,,.Some 15 mmules later, Dr. 

church in suburban Ensley and had^made several dad oeen orougnt up ana patrol- 

leaders of the ^ho ad ma e^severa I auxiliary policemen 

desegregation campaign. turnpH after talkine to Neeroes began clearing sidewalks and 

Minimum demands of the de- streef^ an Spt streets in the vicinity, 

segregation leaders ha.ve been ‘"them" 'froS At about 2:40 P. M. a man 

removal of racial restiiction m nonviolent pat- rushed out of the church shout- 

Sites and”sto«s adoptL At }*>« Dr. King has sought ing "Ifs all over, it's all over 

nonracial hiring practices for oice. 
such posts as sales girls and Seeks Assurances 


began urging those outside, “We 
want eveiybody in the church.” 

Heavy police reinforcements 
had been brought up and patrol- 


secretaries and formation of a 
bi-racial committee to carry on 
continuing negotiations for fur¬ 
ther desegregation. 

All this could be done, Negro 
leaders say, without official city 
government action. Promises on 
all these things were made last 
fall and then not fulfilled, they 
charged. 

Dr. King, his lieutenants and 
officials of the Alabama Chris¬ 
tian Movement for Human 
Rights, a conference affiliate, 


apparently drew heavily today captain told Mr. Bevel. • 
on Negro schools for demonstra- The minister returned to the 
tors. church and a few minutes later 

Flyers Urge Action Mr. Gregory, dressed in a gray 

suit of Italian cut, walked out 


for today.” The remaining 
stragglers wore joined by the 
hundreds within the church and 
The Rev. James Bevel of walked slowly away, breaking 
Cleveland, Miss,, a Leadership up into small groups as they 
Conference field representative, reached the business district 
then left the church and sought four blocks away, 
assurance from a police captain 
that the fire hoses would not 
be used on the marchers when 
they emerged. He offered his 
hand to the officer, who de¬ 
clined with a smile to shake it. 

“I think you’ve had enough 
experience with us to know 
that we are not going to use 
any more force than necessary,” 


A flyer distributed by their 
supporters urged: 

“Fight for freedom first then 
go to school.” 

It continued: 

“Join the thousand in jail who 
are' making their witness for 
freedom. Come . to the 16th 
Street Baptist Church now , , . 
and we’ll soon be free. It’s up 
to you to free our teachers, our 
parents, yourself and our coun¬ 
try,” 

At least one Negro woman 
disagreed with this philosophy. 
She raced after one group of 
marchers, seized a teen-age girl 
by the arm and dragged her out 
of the line. 

This action brought a chorus 
of boos from the crowd of 
Negro spectators. The police 
finally took the two and the 
man who was with them out of 
the crowd and into the safety 
of the nearby park. 

As groups of Negroes streamed 
out of the church before noon, 
one official in the movement 
said they were going to schools 
to ask students to join the 
marches. 

The Birmingham News re¬ 
ported that one Negro educator 
said his school had 1,339 stu¬ 
dents absent and only 87 present. 

The juveniles are being held 
either at the Boys Home or in 
the 4-H Club building at the 
fair grounds. With those ar¬ 
rested today, the total number 
of both adults and juveniles in 
custody is estimated at 2,425. 
Authorities say they are unable 
to provide an accurate count. 

There is no lack of space for 
more, according to Eugene Con¬ 
nor, Commissioner of Fire, 
Police and Education in one of 
Birmingham’s two city govern¬ 
ments. The dispute over which 
government is legal Is In the 
courts. 

“All right,” Mr. Connor said 
as the police loaded demonstra¬ 
tors into patrol wagons and 


at the head of 19 boys and 
girls. 

"Everybody wants freedom,” 
as.serted the placard he held. 

“Don’t mind walking, 'cause I 
want my freedom now,”, chanted 
the marchers. 

Police Capt. George Wall, 
wearing a white World War I- 
type helmet, stood waiting for 
the marchers in front of the of¬ 
fice of Painters Union Local 57, 
holding an electric bull horn. 

“You're leading this parade?” 
he asked Mr. Gregory, who said 
that he was. The official then 
advised the marchers that they 
were violating a city parade 
ordinance and a state court in¬ 
junction against such demon¬ 
strations. 

“Do you understand?” asked 
Captain Wall. 

“No I don’t,” replied the 
comedian in a somewhat more 
subdued manner than that 
which he had used in his con¬ 
frontations with Greenwood, 
Miss., police during voter regis¬ 
tration demonstrations there. 

The captain ran through the 
formalities again and asked the 
marchers if they wished to dis¬ 
perse, Mr. Gregory said they 
did not, 

"Dick Gregory says they will 
not disperse,” announced the 
captain over the bull horn. 
“Call the wagon.” This was the 
first group arrested.' 

More Marchers 

Even before this exchange 
had been completed, two other 
groups of marchers already 
were waiting at the end of the 
line and for the next hour they 
kept coming in groups of 20, 30, 
40 and 50. 

Two Or three groups switched 
the procedure by walking away 
from the waiting patrol wagons 
and school buses, circling the 
block in front of the church and 
submitting to arrest on the op¬ 
posite side of the park. Another 
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